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COVID-19: WHAT IS
HAPPENING IN
EUROPEAN PRISONS?

The following information on prisons in different European countries
has been collected in the last few weeks thanks to the work of the
European Prison Observatory members: Please note that the situation
is constantly changing and that this information might already be out
of date.

The information published here and the upcoming updates will be
available on the European Prison Observatory website.

WHO/Europe has published an interim guidance on how to deal
with the Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) in prisons and other places of
detention, entitled "Preparedness, prevention and control of COVID-19
in prisons and other places of detention”. The guidance can be found
on the WHO page: Preventing COVID-19 outbreak in prisons: a
challenging but essential task for authorities

The CPT has published a statement of principles relating to the

treatment of persons deprived of their liberty in the context of the
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic.

Penal Reform International has issued a briefing note on the

situation of the outbreak of a novel form of Coronavirus (COVID-19)
and prevention measures in prisons and wider impacts of responses to

governments on people in criminal justice systems: Coronavirus:
Healthcare and human rights of people in prison

Other information can be found on the following websites.

The Association for the Prevention of Torture (APT)
has launched an information hub of news and resources, including on
how different actors in the criminal justice, penitentiary, healthcare and
oversight spaces are responding to the COVID-19 situation around the
world.

The European Organization of Prison and
Correctional Services (EUROPRIS) has set up a webpage
where it gathers and shares all regulations/protocols/approaches
European Prison Services or related organisations have drafted or taken
in order to deal with the Covid-19 virus.

Prison Insider collected in a webpage the measures that
countries around the world are taking to guarantee the safety of all
prisoners and prison staff and the consequences of the pandemic on
the living conditions in prisons.

World Prison Brief is compiling a list of news articles from
around the world on COVID-19 and prisons which will be updated
regularly.
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http://www.prisonobservatory.org/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-emergencies/coronavirus-covid-19/news/news/2020/3/preventing-covid-19-outbreak-in-prisons-a-challenging-but-essential-task-for-authorities
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-emergencies/coronavirus-covid-19/news/news/2020/3/preventing-covid-19-outbreak-in-prisons-a-challenging-but-essential-task-for-authorities
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-emergencies/coronavirus-covid-19/news/news/2020/3/preventing-covid-19-outbreak-in-prisons-a-challenging-but-essential-task-for-authorities
https://www.coe.int/en/web/cpt/-/covid-19-council-of-europe-anti-torture-committee-issues-statement-of-principles-relating-to-the-treatment-of-persons-deprived-of-their-liberty-
https://www.penalreform.org/resource/coronavirus-healthcare-and-human-rights-of-people-in/
https://datastudio.google.com/embed/reporting/c686bea7-3152-4dd2-b483-fce072f3ddbf/page/hpLJB
https://www.europris.org/covid-19-prevention-measures-in-european-prisons/
https://www.prison-insider.com/en/articles/coronavirus-la-fievre-des-prisons
https://www.prisonstudies.org/news/news-covid-19-and-prisons
http://www.prisonobservatory.org/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-emergencies/coronavirus-covid-19/news/news/2020/3/preventing-covid-19-outbreak-in-prisons-a-challenging-but-essential-task-for-authorities
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-emergencies/coronavirus-covid-19/news/news/2020/3/preventing-covid-19-outbreak-in-prisons-a-challenging-but-essential-task-for-authorities
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-emergencies/coronavirus-covid-19/news/news/2020/3/preventing-covid-19-outbreak-in-prisons-a-challenging-but-essential-task-for-authorities
https://www.coe.int/en/web/cpt/-/covid-19-council-of-europe-anti-torture-committee-issues-statement-of-principles-relating-to-the-treatment-of-persons-deprived-of-their-liberty-
https://www.penalreform.org/resource/coronavirus-healthcare-and-human-rights-of-people-in/
https://datastudio.google.com/embed/reporting/c686bea7-3152-4dd2-b483-fce072f3ddbf/page/hpLJB
https://www.europris.org/covid-19-prevention-measures-in-european-prisons/
https://www.prison-insider.com/en/articles/coronavirus-la-fievre-des-prisons
https://www.prisonstudies.org/news/news-covid-19-and-prisons
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BELGIUM

Update: 8/04/20

Several detainees and 32 prison guards tested positive for Covid-19. In particular, four inmates in Turnhout prison, two in the prison of

Namurand one in the prison of Forest have been hospitalised and 53 other prisoners across several different jails have been put in solitary
confinement after presenting moderate symptoms of coronavirus such as fever. Even though they have not been tested yet, they are being
medically monitored. Furthermore, 32 prison guards have also tested positive for the virus: 26 of them are still recovering, while 6 guards
have recovered and were able to return to work. Belgium's Central Council of Penitentiary Surveillance (CCSP) is also trying to pressing to free
all prisoners who can be released in order to avoid overcrowding and at times insalubrious prisons that makes it difficult to stop the

coronavirus.

It has also been stated that Belgium has the most overcrowded prisons in Europe, accordin
Criminal Statistic, published on April 7.



https://www.brusselstimes.com/all-news/belgium-all-news/105080/coronavirus-spreads-across-belgiums-prisons/
https://euobserver.com/coronavirus/148011
https://www.brusselstimes.com/all-news/belgium-all-news/105080/coronavirus-spreads-across-belgiums-prisons/
https://euobserver.com/coronavirus/148011
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CROATIA +daily prison leaves or permits to work outside, as well as weekend lg
Update: 6/04/20 are restricted or suspended.

Prisoners in Split's Bilice prison started a_hunger strike, refusing to eat prison The procedure with sentenced peop

food out of fear that COVID-19 could enter the prison, but on March 26
Bo3njakovic called on them to end the strike. On March 28 one police officer
was found positive to the COVID-19, while several others are in self-isolation
There were no cases COVID-19 inside prisons until the date

Measures have been taken on time ang

Minister DraZen Bo3nj



https://www.total-croatia-news.com/politics/42427-prisoners
https://pravosudje.gov.hr/vijesti/u-subotu-navecer-potvrdjen-pozitivan-nalaz-na-koronavirus-kod-sluzbenika-zatvora-u-splitu/21730
https://pravosudje.gov.hr/vijesti/ministar-bosnjakovic-u-dnevniku-novetv-o-funkcioniranju-pravosudja-u-doba-covid-19-i-potresa-te-izboru-glavnog-drzavnog-odvjetnika/21804
https://pravosudje.gov.hr/vijesti/ministar-bosnjakovic-u-dnevniku-novetv-o-funkcioniranju-pravosudja-u-doba-covid-19-i-potresa-te-izboru-glavnog-drzavnog-odvjetnika/21804
https://pravosudje.gov.hr/UserDocsImages/slike/novi%20osj/Postupnik-Zatvorski-sustav.pdf
https://pravosudje.gov.hr/UserDocsImages/slike/novi%20osj/Postupnik-Zatvorski-sustav.pdf
https://www.total-croatia-news.com/politics/42427-prisoners
https://pravosudje.gov.hr/vijesti/u-subotu-navecer-potvrdjen-pozitivan-nalaz-na-koronavirus-kod-sluzbenika-zatvora-u-splitu/21730
https://pravosudje.gov.hr/vijesti/ministar-bosnjakovic-u-dnevniku-novetv-o-funkcioniranju-pravosudja-u-doba-covid-19-i-potresa-te-izboru-glavnog-drzavnog-odvjetnika/21804
https://pravosudje.gov.hr/vijesti/ministar-bosnjakovic-u-dnevniku-novetv-o-funkcioniranju-pravosudja-u-doba-covid-19-i-potresa-te-izboru-glavnog-drzavnog-odvjetnika/21804
https://pravosudje.gov.hr/UserDocsImages/slike/novi%20osj/Postupnik-Zatvorski-sustav.pdf
https://pravosudje.gov.hr/UserDocsImages/slike/novi%20osj/Postupnik-Zatvorski-sustav.pdf

0 prison. The
who are a danger to society should be sent
demeanour cases will be dealt with after the crisis ends. The
ourts are only handling urgent cases because of the coronavirus crisis, while
other cases are being deferred.

6. staff tournament has been introduced for less diffusion of coronavirus
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https://pravosudje.gov.hr/vijesti/prijedlog-novog-zakona-o-izvrsavanju-kazne-zatvora-i-stanje-glede-covid-19-u-zatvorima-pred-saborom/21723
https://www.total-croatia-news.com/politics/41188-prison-overcrowding
https://www.total-croatia-news.com/politics/42427-prisoners
https://www.total-croatia-news.com/politics/42427-prisoners
https://pravosudje.gov.hr/vijesti/prijedlog-novog-zakona-o-izvrsavanju-kazne-zatvora-i-stanje-glede-covid-19-u-zatvorima-pred-saborom/21723
https://www.total-croatia-news.com/politics/41188-prison-overcrowding
https://www.total-croatia-news.com/politics/42427-prisoners
https://www.total-croatia-news.com/politics/42427-prisoners

NETHERLANDS

Update: 2/04/20
The suspension of visits and other mea
programs) for personsi



https://nos.nl/l/2329133
https://nos.nl/l/2329133

SPAIN

Update: 8/04/20

As mentioned in the previous updates, on March 15, all family visits and leave permits were
suspended in order to control the spread of the disease. Later, on March 27, a technical
document was released. The document reiterated the measures already in place and
recommended to separate newly-arrived inmates from the rest of the prison population for
14 days and to group them by date of admission during the outdoor time. Also, detainees
who test positive to the virus have to be held in closed confinement for at least 14 days
without access to common areas to protect the health of others. Meanwhile, efforts to allow
contacts with the outside world have been made by Penitentiary Administrations, which
are providing phones and allowing extra time for video calls free of charge for detainees

with no resources.

On March 27, Spain’s prison authority has announced that a detainee and a prison staff
member have died of coronavirus. Up until April 4, in the Spanish Penitentiary
Administration 13 inmates and 177 workers had contracted Covid-19 while 245 detainees
were in preventive isolation on April 6. The death toll has risen to two after a prison worker
from Alicante died on March 29.The Catalan Prison Administration announced on april 8
that positive inmates were 20 while the officials 34. No deaths have been reported.

Unions affirm that prison workers have not enough personal protective equipment and
haven't been tested for the disease, even though they are considered a “high-risk group”
just like inmates. Interior Ministry claims that the state has recently provided 145,000
sanitary masks.

On 3 rd April the Catalan Ombudsman has addressed the President of the Generalitat and
the Minister of Justice requesting to expedite the actions to diminish as much as possible
the number of detainees in order to minimize the risk of SARS-CoV2 virus contagion and
thus help prevent the system from collapsing National Health.
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http://www.institucionpenitenciaria.es/web/portal/Noticias/Noticias/noticia_0529.html
http://www.apfp.es/pdf/APFP.%20167%20FUNCIONARIOS%20Y%2017%20PRESOS%20POSITIVOS%20%20COVID-19.%20NUEVOS%20CONTAGIOS.%20DATOS%20SGIIPP%2007-04-2020.pdf
http://www.apfp.es/pdf/APFP.%20167%20FUNCIONARIOS%20Y%2017%20PRESOS%20POSITIVOS%20%20COVID-19.%20NUEVOS%20CONTAGIOS.%20DATOS%20SGIIPP%2007-04-2020.pdf
http://justicia.gencat.cat/ca/inici/nota-premsa/?id=384459
https://english.elpais.com/society/2020-04-04/spain-sees-sharp-drop-in-daily-coronavirus-deaths.html
http://www.sindic.cat/es/page.asp?id=53&amp;ui=6989
http://www.institucionpenitenciaria.es/web/portal/Noticias/Noticias/noticia_0529.html
http://www.apfp.es/pdf/APFP.%20167%20FUNCIONARIOS%20Y%2017%20PRESOS%20POSITIVOS%20%20COVID-19.%20NUEVOS%20CONTAGIOS.%20DATOS%20SGIIPP%2007-04-2020.pdf
http://www.apfp.es/pdf/APFP.%20167%20FUNCIONARIOS%20Y%2017%20PRESOS%20POSITIVOS%20%20COVID-19.%20NUEVOS%20CONTAGIOS.%20DATOS%20SGIIPP%2007-04-2020.pdf
http://justicia.gencat.cat/ca/inici/nota-premsa/?id=384459
https://english.elpais.com/society/2020-04-04/spain-sees-sharp-drop-in-daily-coronavirus-deaths.html
http://www.sindic.cat/es/page.asp?id=53&amp;ui=6989
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Furthermore, on 6th of April, organisms as Iridia, the ICAB Defense Commission,
ACDDH and OSPDH draw a written document urging that lawyers ask for the release
of pre-trial prisoners and a statement urging the prosecution to consider it and
courts to review it ex officio.

On 8 th April Dozens of organizations denounce that Penitentiary Institutions have
not

adopted the recommendations of the WHO and the Council of Europe. They also
denounce that not enough has been done to release detainees and that alternative

communication channels are not enough.

According to the 2019 Council of Europe Annual Criminal Statistic, published on
April 7, Spain is above the European average rate of incarceration and ranks among
European countries with the longest prison term. As reported by the Council of
Europe, on January 2019 in Spain there were a total of 1,466 prisoners aged 65 or

over, a very high number compared to other European countries.


https://www.apdha.org/iipp-no-adoptado-recomendaciones-oms-y-consejo-europa/
https://www.lavanguardia.com/vida/20200408/48388125181/decenas-de-asociaciones-exigen-que-se-cumplan-medidas-de-la-oms-en-carceles.html
https://www.elespanol.com/espana/tribunales/20200407/espana-encima-europea-numero-presos-tiempo-carcel/480453444_0.html
https://www.apdha.org/iipp-no-adoptado-recomendaciones-oms-y-consejo-europa/
https://www.lavanguardia.com/vida/20200408/48388125181/decenas-de-asociaciones-exigen-que-se-cumplan-medidas-de-la-oms-en-carceles.html
https://www.elespanol.com/espana/tribunales/20200407/espana-encima-europea-numero-presos-tiempo-carcel/480453444_0.html
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SWITZERLAND under plans drafted
Update: 05/04/20 e

Detainees at Champ-Dollon started a protest on the past few days. The

to not return in their cells in order to complain agajns

adopted by the government to coah



https://www.tio.ch/svizzera/attualita/1430106/prigione-proteste-champ-dollon-misure-epidemia
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-turkey-prisoners/turkey-plans-prisoner-release-excluding-those-jailed-on-post-coup-terrorism-charges-idUSKBN21P1WW
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/03/turkey-covid-19-puts-sick-prisoners-grave-risk
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/03/turkey-covid-19-puts-sick-prisoners-grave-risk
https://ilmanifesto.it/la-turchia-rilascera-90mila-prigionieri-non-quelli-politici/?utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Facebook&fbclid=IwAR2HfrGc2g1sdeIny7aGBiUoOl0I8F4CXAT1EQcYKSW2ATO5rQRjrKipwnM#Echobox=158575137
https://www.tio.ch/svizzera/attualita/1430106/prigione-proteste-champ-dollon-misure-epidemia
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-turkey-prisoners/turkey-plans-prisoner-release-excluding-those-jailed-on-post-coup-terrorism-charges-idUSKBN21P1WW
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/03/turkey-covid-19-puts-sick-prisoners-grave-risk
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/03/turkey-covid-19-puts-sick-prisoners-grave-risk
https://ilmanifesto.it/la-turchia-rilascera-90mila-prigionieri-non-quelli-politici/?utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Facebook&fbclid=IwAR2HfrGc2g1sdeIny7aGBiUoOl0I8F4CXAT1EQcYKSW2ATO5rQRjrKipwnM#Echobox=158575137

UNITED KINGDOM
Update: 09/04/20

The Ministry of Justice has declared that up to
4,000 prisoners in England and Wales and 100
inmates in Northern Ireland are going to be
released in order to control the spread of Covid-19.
Inmates with two months or less still to serve will be
released on temporary licence in stages. The low-
risk offenders will be selected, electronically tagged
and can be recalled in prison at the first sign of
concern. Categories of inmates that won't be
considered for release are: sex offenders, those who
don't have housing and health support in place,
those convicted for violent offences or Covid-19-
related offences (including coughing at eme
workers or stealing PPE), a

with symptoms of coronavirus. Six
pregnant inmates have been released since March
31, when the MoJ said that pregnant women - who
are considered to be high-risk - would be granted
temporary release from prison to protect them and
their unborn children. The move also included
mothers who are detaineed with their young
children. There are currently 35 pregnant prisoners
and 34 inmates in mother-and-baby units across 12
women's prisons in England.

The Center for Crime and Justice expressed
concerns for the rise of the numbers of inmates who
are becoming more and more infected and are
dying because of the virus. CCJ called for the
creation of an early release programme specifically
to target potentially vulnerable detainees si
at this time, the eligibility f
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Health England and the Prison Service, the
number of detainees needed to be released from
prisons in order to make the prison environment
saferis of 15,000 prisoners. The target of 4,000
released prisoners falls far short of the numbers
required.

The Ministry of Justice has also confirmed that ten
prisoners have died after contracting
coronavirus. One inmate coming from HMP
Sudbury, three others from HMP Littlehey,
Cambridgeshire, and others being held at
Birmingham, Manchester, Altcourse in Merseyside,
Belmarsh in London, Whatton in Nottinghamshire,
Sudbury in Derbyshire, and Low Newton.
Sunday, according to da
teste iti



https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-52165919
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-52165919
https://www.crimeandjustice.org.uk/resources/relentless-march-coronavirus-across-prisons
https://www.crimeandjustice.org.uk/resources/coronavirus-early-release-prisoners
https://committees.parliament.uk/download/file/?url=%2Foralevidence%2F248%2Fdocuments%2F1913%3Fconvertiblefileformat%3Dpdf&slug=oe00000248pdf
https://committees.parliament.uk/download/file/?url=%2Foralevidence%2F248%2Fdocuments%2F1913%3Fconvertiblefileformat%3Dpdf&slug=oe00000248pdf
https://committees.parliament.uk/download/file/?url=%2Foralevidence%2F248%2Fdocuments%2F1913%3Fconvertiblefileformat%3Dpdf&slug=oe00000248pdf
https://committees.parliament.uk/download/file/?url=%2Foralevidence%2F248%2Fdocuments%2F1913%3Fconvertiblefileformat%3Dpdf&slug=oe00000248pdf
https://metro.co.uk/2020/04/07/ten-prisoners-died-contracting-coronavirus-12523406/
https://metro.co.uk/2020/04/07/ten-prisoners-died-contracting-coronavirus-12523406/
https://metro.co.uk/2020/04/07/ten-prisoners-died-contracting-coronavirus-12523406/
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-52165919
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-52165919
https://www.crimeandjustice.org.uk/resources/relentless-march-coronavirus-across-prisons
https://www.crimeandjustice.org.uk/resources/coronavirus-early-release-prisoners
https://committees.parliament.uk/download/file/?url=%2Foralevidence%2F248%2Fdocuments%2F1913%3Fconvertiblefileformat%3Dpdf&slug=oe00000248pdf
https://committees.parliament.uk/download/file/?url=%2Foralevidence%2F248%2Fdocuments%2F1913%3Fconvertiblefileformat%3Dpdf&slug=oe00000248pdf
https://committees.parliament.uk/download/file/?url=%2Foralevidence%2F248%2Fdocuments%2F1913%3Fconvertiblefileformat%3Dpdf&slug=oe00000248pdf
https://committees.parliament.uk/download/file/?url=%2Foralevidence%2F248%2Fdocuments%2F1913%3Fconvertiblefileformat%3Dpdf&slug=oe00000248pdf
https://metro.co.uk/2020/04/07/ten-prisoners-died-contracting-coronavirus-12523406/
https://metro.co.uk/2020/04/07/ten-prisoners-died-contracting-coronavirus-12523406/
https://metro.co.uk/2020/04/07/ten-prisoners-died-contracting-coronavirus-12523406/

HM Inspectorate of Prisons, Peter Clarke, has announced on April 8 that the
Inspectorate has developed a new approach to visiting prisons and other places of
detention to meet its duty to report publicly on treatment and conditions during the
Covid-19 crisis while respecting the guidance on social distancing. The approach for
this period, involves short scrutiny visits of one-day duration carried out by a
delegation of two or three inspectors to prisons and other establishments with a
particular focus on issues which are essential to the safety, care and basic rights of
those detained in the current circumstances. These include: healthcare, nutrition and
hygiene; contact with families, friends and the outside world; legal rights; use of
time and the need for meaningful human contact; support for those at risk of self-
harm and suicide; and support and risk management for those being released.

More updates can be found here and here
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https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmiprisons/2020/03/covid-19-update/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-and-prisons
https://www.inquest.org.uk/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=01507b67-d172-440f-b66e-311bd9b61bf4
https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmiprisons/2020/03/covid-19-update/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-and-prisons
https://www.inquest.org.uk/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=01507b67-d172-440f-b66e-311bd9b61bf4
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